II. The Story of Creation
1. In the Beginning

QUESTION ABOUT THE CREATION

Dharam Das said:

Now, my Lord, tell me where the Plane of Immortality is.

Describe all the planes to me—and make me, the thirsty one, drink
the Nectar.

Where does the soul live and where is the residence of Sat Purush?

What does the soul eat there and where does this Sound come
from?

How did Sat Purush create the planes, and why did He desire to
create them?

Tell me about the creation of the three worlds—describe everything
to me and hide nothing from me.

How was Kal Niranjan born and how were the sixteen sons born?

How were the four kinds of created beings spread and how were the
souls thrown in the hands of Kal?

How were Kurma and Shesh Nag born, and how were Matsya and
Varah incarnated?

How were the three gods born and how was the starry sphere cre-
ated?

How was this body created? O Lord, tell me the Story of Creation,

So that all my doubts may go away, and my mind may become

content.
HYMN
O Satguru, graciously tell this servant of Yours the Story of Crea-
tion,
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Throw light on me with the nectar of Your words so that the fear of
Yama may be destroyed.

Understanding me as Your slave, tell me every single thing and
describe it.

O Satguru, I am convinced that what You tell me will be true!

COUPLET
Your words are true and very dear to me.
Your grace is indescribable—it is my good fortune that You have
given Your darshan to me.

Kabir said:

Dharam Das, I have found you the appropriate person, and there-
fore I will tell you the secrets.

Listen to the words of the beginning of creation, which is the sign of
dissolution.

WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING?
Dharam Das, listen! When there was no earth, sky or lower regions,

KaL NiraNJAN Full name of the Negative Power, often shortened to Kal
(q.v.). Niranjan means "beyond illusion," and is applied to Kal {"Time")
because he is the creator of illusion.

Four KINDs OF CREATED BEINGS Setaj or Ushmaj, the "moisture-born” {in-
vertebrates, etc.); Uttbhuj or Asthavar, the seed-born (plants); Andaj or
egg-born (most vertebrates); Jeraj or Pindaj, the womb-born (mammals,
including human beings}. These four forms of life figure prominently
later in Anurag Sagar. (See pp. 62-64)

KurRMA A very important figure in Indian mythology, commonly depicted
in the shape of a tortoise which, it has been pointed out, is roughly the
shape of the universe. Kurma, the first created son of Sat Purush, is that
aspect of the Father which holds the lower creation in latency.

SHESH NAG A primordial serpent figure, ruler of a clan which figures heav-
ily in Indian mythology and appears to be the prototype of the dragon.
Intelligent, long-lived, reptilian, neither evil nor good, but indifferent to
man, Shesh Nag has no place in the universe once it is dominated by
humans and his role in Anurag Sagar is minor. Later in the poem he is a
mother figure, nourishing the still unborn earth in its embryonic stage.

MaTsya The first incarnation of Vishnu, in the form of a fish or whale.

VARAH The third incarnation of Vishnu, in the form of a boar.

THREE GoDs Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, the three sons of Kal who figure
prominently later in the poem.

SIGN oF DIssOLUTION Whatever is created carries the inevitability of its
dissolution with it.
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When Kurma, Varah and Shesh Nag didn’t exist, and Sadaswat
Parwant and Ganesha were not born,

Not even the thirty other gods were created then—1I will tell you
about that time.

COUPLET

When there was no Brahma, Vishnu or Mahesh, and the Shastras
and Puranas were not yet created,

All these things were in the Sat Purush then, like the shadow that
lives in the banyan tree.

HYMN
O Dharam Das, listen to the story of creation, which no one knows.
Since the creation came into being after these events, what proof
could I give?
The four Vedas do not know these stories of Sat Purush,
Because then the Vedas also did not exist—so how could they
describe the indescribable?

COUPLET
The Vedas do not know anything about creation then, or under-
stand the formless:
The world follows the path of Veda, but the Gyani, condemning
them, shows the right path.

The birth of creation—The creation of Sat Purush

When Sat Purush lived in latent form, He had not created the body
and matter.

As oil is hidden in the lotus, in the same way Sat Purush used to live,
hidden.

In His Will, He created the souls, and looking at them He felt very
happy.

From the first Shabda created by Him, the worlds and ocean were
created, in which He dwelt.

He made the throne of four worlds and sat on the lotus.

Where Sat Purush sat, desire was created there.

In the will of Sat Purush eighty-eight thousand islands were created.

In all the worlds His desire exists. His desire is very fragrant.

Manifestation of sixteen sons
From the second Shabda of Sat Purush the Kurma was created,
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With the desire of remaining attached to His Feet.
When Sat Purush uttered the third Shabda, a son named Gyan was
born.

SADASWAT PARWANT, AND GaNESHA Hindu gods. There are myriads of
them.

MAHESH Another name of Shiva. He is also referred to as Mahadev or
Rudra.

SHASTRAS AND PURANAS Hindu scriptures, written in Sanskrit.

VEDAS The most sacred of all Hindu scriptures. Their origin is an important
event in Anurag Sagar.

GyaNt "Knower"; Sanskrit jnani. The equivalent of the Greek gnostic. Gyan
means Knowledge, in the highest sense: the esoteric knowledge of the
creation available to those who live on the level of the fifth plane and
therefore really "know" what the universe is all about. Gyani as used in
Anurag Sagar is a very high title, equivalent to Master or Sant, and is
often applied to Kabir.

Lotus Lotus leaves have a greasiness which can be felt but not seen.

SouLs As the context shows, the souls are created by Sat Purush out of
Himself.

FOuRWoRLDs The spiritual creation or Sat Desh which is often divided into
four parts: Sat Lok or Sach Khand, which is the full manifestation of the
Absolute or Essence into Existence; Alakh Lok and Agam Lok, which are
stages in the manifestation of the Absolute; and Anami or Radhasoami
which is the Absolute Unmanifested Essence.

DeSIRE The “desire” {that is, Will) of God. Without it, there would be no
creation.

THE SONs OF SAT PURUSH Each son represents an aspect of Sat Purush
which had to manifest separately in order for Creation to take place,
even on the highest spiritual level. "Creation,” esoterically speaking,
means just this: God separating Himself into so many parts, which
become the Creation. Since the Ultimate Reality is the oneness of God,
not His many-ness, there is a very real sense in which Creation on any
level, even the highest, is unreal and illusory. Kirpal Singh has written,
“Creation as such does not exist per se. The actual and the real is ever the
same and is not subject to change . .. there can be nothing apart from
the Absolute Unity. It projects Itself into varying forms, which are the
expression of Its power.” {The Crown of Life, p. 124). Note that Kal or
Time is also one of the sons, "Time" being a part of the whole that only
causes difficulties when separated from the rest. Thus the fall of Kal and
the whole lower creation are implicit in this first creative act of Sat
Purush. Because these aspects of Sat Purush are also presented as in-
dividuals, we are, for the most part, leaving their Sanskrit names un-
translated, as these names connote individuality where the English
words do not. {They are still used as personal names in India.)

GyaN Knowledge in the highest sense. This is the son of Sat Purush Who
later incarnates as Sat Sukrit, Maninder, Karunamai and Kabir.



22 THE STORY OF CREATION

When he came before Sat Purush and bowed down to Him, He
ordered him to go into creation.

When the fourth Shabda was made, the son named Vivek was cre-
ated.

He was ordered to live in creation by Sat Purush. With the fifth
Shabda a brilliant light came into existence:

When Sat Purush uttered the fifth Shabda, Kal Niranjan was incar-
nated.

He is created from the most glorious part of the body of Sat Purush
—that is why he troubles the soul.

Souls are of the essence of Sat Purush and no one knows their be-
ginning and end.

When with His mouth, Sat Purush uttered the sixth Shabda, Sahaj
“was born.

With the seventh Shabda, Santosh was created, who was given per-
mission to go into creation.

When Sat Purush uttered the eighth Shabda, Surat was settled in
the beautiful world.

With the ninth Shabda was created Infinite Happiness and the tenth
Shabda created Forgiveness.

The eleventh Shabda created a son named Nishkam and the twelfth
Shabda created a son named Jal-Rangi;

The thirteenth Shabda created Achint, and with the fourteenth was
created Love.

With the fifteenth Shabda Din Dayal was born and the sixteenth
Shabda created Patience.

With the seventeenth Shabda, Yoga and the Saints were created;
They all were born from the same origin.

Shabda created all the sons, Shabda created all the worlds and
oceans.

In every world the parts of His essence—the jivas—were settled and
their food was nectar.

The beauty of the jivas is endless and always happiness exists there;

The glory of the jivas is endless and always happiness exists there;

The glory of the jivas is inaccessible and indescribable—who can
describe Their endless beauty?

All the sons meditate on Sat Purush and eating nectar, enjoy
happiness.

In this way, sixteen sons were born: Dharam Das, take this to heart.



2. THE FALL OF KAL 23

HYMN
The limitless beauty of the worlds created cannot be described.
It is a wonderful creation; its beauty is such that it is impossible to
describe in words.
All worlds get light from the Light of Sat Lok.
Even the sun and moon shine with the Light of one hair of Sat
Purush.

COUPLET
The Satguru is an abode of happiness. Grief, attachment and pain
do not exist there.
Having the darshan of Sat Purush, the jivas are enjoying.

2. The Fall of Kal

THE DEVOTION OF NIRANJAN AND HIS ACQUISITION
OF MANSAROVAR AND THE VOID

In this way many days passed and after that this happened:

Dharam Rai played this way—Dharam Das, listen to it:

Standing on one foot he did the devotion of Sat Purush for seventy
yugas and pleased Him.

He did a very difficult devotion—that is why Sat Purush was
pleased.

VIVEK Discrimination.

MosTt GLORIOUS PART Although Kal fell, his original beauty is not com-
pletely destroyed; it makes his claim to be God more credible and his
temptations more effective.

SaHa] Effortlessness, fearlessness.
SaNTOSH Contentment.

SURAT Attention.

NisHKAM Selflessness.

ACHINT Worrilessness.

DIN DayaL The merciful one; the one who is gracious toward the poor and
humble.

WOoRLD That is, every world that was yet created.

SEVENTY YuGas Yugas vary in length, the shortest being about four hun-
dred thousand years. We are dealing here with time on a scale
ungraspable by the human intellect.

SAT PURUSH wAS PLEASED Why should Sat Purush have been pleased with
this devotion? Kabir never explains this, yet it is a pivotal point in the
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The Word of Sat Purush came to him and asked: ‘““Why have you
" done this devotion?”’

Bowing his head Dharam Rai said, ‘‘Please give me some place
where I can live.”

Then he was ordered by Sat Purush, ¢“O Son, go to Mansarovar.”’

Then Dharam Rai felt much happiness in his heart and went to
Mansarovar.

When he came there, again he was full of happiness.

Again he remembered Sat Purush and did His devotion for seventy
yugas more.

He did this devotion standing on one foot, and the gracious Sat
Purush felt pity for him.

Sat Purush speaks to Sahaj

When Sat Purush manifested His Words, this is what came on His
lips:

‘O Sahaj, go to Dharam Rai and ask him why he has remembered
Me this time.

He has done a very hard practice, so I give him the place where he
lives.”

(So in a moment he was given the ownership of the three worlds.)

I did this looking at his seva. The dear one has received the three
worlds and is happy.

Now go and ask him; whatever he says, come and tell me.”

Sahaj goes to Niranjan
Bowing his head, Sahaj started from there and went to Dharam

Rai.

Sahaj said, ‘‘Listen, my brother, Sat Purush has accepted your
devotion.

Now what do you want? Tell me—Sat Purush has sent this message
to you.”

Niranjan said to Sahaj:

0, Sahaj, my brother—go and make this request to Sat Purush:

[ don’t like this small place. Please give me a big kingdom.

In my heart I have felt such love for Him! He should bless me with a
big place.

He should either give me the world of the gods, or else a separate
world.”’
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After listening to Dharam Rai, Sahaj went to Sat Purush
And conveyed Dharam Rai’s request to Him.

HYMN
After hearing the words of Sahaj, Sat Purush said this:
“I am pleased with Dharam Rai; take this to your heart:
I have given him the three worlds, now go and tell him to develop
the Void plane.
O Sahaj, tell him to make his creation there.

COUPLET
O Sahaj, go there quickly and tell this to Dharam Rai:
He has been given the Void plane where he can create his own uni-
verse.”’

HOW NIRANJAN GOT WHAT HE NEEDED
TO CREATE HIS UNIVERSE

What Sat Purush had told to Sahaj, he conveyed to Niranjan.

development of Anurag Sagar. Kal means “Time," and since the devotion
described implies the suspension of all his activity, for incalculable
periods of "time,” it would appear that the practices done by Kal please
Sat Purush because of their implications when done by him, rather than
because standing on one foot has any particular objective merit. The
period of Kal's austerities—seventy yugas—is more than fifteen times as
long as the period of creation—four yugas. By stopping himself dead for
such long periods, he postponed his own fall and thus allowed the jivas
that much more time with their Father before being sent into the lower
worlds. If this is true, it certainly is a cosmic paradox: his devotion
postponed his fall, but it also brought it about. But, as we have seen, the
fall of Time was probably inevitable once he was separated from the
One.

MansaROVAR The lake of Nectar, also called Amritsar, located in Daswan
Dwar, one of the two intermediary planes between Sat Lok and the
three worlds of Kal's creation. The poem does not explicitly describe the
creation of these intermediary planes, although it may be implicit in
what is already said. In any case, they exist and they are not created by
Kal. Mansarovar would be at the farthest reach of the universe as it ex-
ists at this point: thus Kal is exhibiting his strong desire to remove
himself from the influence and control of Sat Purush. His fall, in other
words, has already begun.

THE Voib PLANE The three worlds in their pre-existent state. {cf.
Genesis 1:2)
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Kabir said:
Hearing the words of Sahaj, Dharam Rai was pleased;
He was happy and a little surprised.

Dharam Rai said, ‘‘Listen, dear Sahaj, ~iow do 1 create the uni-
verse?

The Gracious Lord has given me this Kingdom, but I don’t know
the way to develop it!

I know nothing about the Inconceivable! —please shower grace on
me and tell me Its secret;

Please convey my request to Sat Purush, O my brother, [ sacrifice
myself on you:

How do I create nine universes, as I have been ordered by Him?

O my God! Give me what I need to create the universe.”’

Then Sahaj went to Sat Lok, where he bowed to Sat Purush again
and again.

Sat Purush said to Sahaj:
O Sahaj, tell me why you have come; tell me in detail everything
that happened.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Then Sahaj told Sat Purush what Dharam Rai had said;
He conveyed to Him the requests that he had made.

Then Sat Purush ordered this: ‘‘Listen to my words, O Sahaj.

All that is needed for creation are within Kurma; taking them from
him, Dharam Rai should do his work.

He should go to him and, bowing his head, should ask him for what
he needs.

The journey of Sahaj to Dharam Rai

Again Sahaj went to Dharam Rai and conveyed to him the orders
of Sat Purush:

“Go to Kurma and ask him for what you need, bowing your head
to him.

When you bow down to Kurma and when he showers grace on you,
then only will you get what you need.”
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The journey of Niranjan to Kurma

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Dharam Rai approached Kurma with happiness in his heart and
pride in his mind.

He went and stood before Kurma, but didn’t greet him or salute
him.

But Kurma is like nectar and is happiness-giving. He didn’t have
any anger in him. He was cool and devoid of passion.

Swollen with pride, Kal saw that Kurma was very patient and
mighty.

The body of Kurma was twelve units and the mighty Dharam Rai’s
body was six units.

Dharam Rai walked around Kurma in anger, considering how to
get the materials of creation from him.

Kal attacked the heads of Kurma with his nails, and breaking his
stomach, air came out.

From the three heads of Kurma the dynasty of Brahma, Vishnu and
Mahesh came out.

Five elements came out, including the sky with the moon, sun and
stars; they all came out of him.

Matsya, Shesh Nag, Varah, and the pillars to support the earth
came out, and in this way the creation of earth started.

When Kal pulled the head of Kurma, sweat came out,

When that drop of sweat spread, the earth started floating on it.

As the cream lives on milk, in the same way the earth rested on
water;

INANGER Kal does not even consider, apparently, doing what he was told -
to bow down and ask him. His impatience here and at other placesis one
of the results of the impact of Time on Eternity-or the other way
around. If the fall of Kal becomes inevitable at any one moment, this
would seem to be it. The existence of the lower creation within the first
created son of the Father would imply that its manifestation was
planned from the beginning; but the impinging of Time is ruining it.

Five ELEMENTS The tattwas, or different stages of the manifestation of
energy: sky, air, fire, water and earth. These have nothing to do with the
hundred or so elements of modern science.

MooN, SuN, STARs Not physical at this stage. The physical universe is still
a long way from being created. All of the things described here as com-
ing out from Kurma are latent; it is their potentiality that Kal is getting,
not their actuality. That is what he will contribute.

EaRTH The three worlds in their latent form, in which the Pind or physical
universe is included.
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The earth is supported on the teeth of Varah and in the physical
earth furious winds blow.

Recognize the sky as an egg in which consider the existence of the
earth.

From the stomach of Kurma, his son Kurma was born—on whom
Shesh Nag and Varah were erected.

Recognize the head of Shesh Nag as the earth, below whom the son
Kurma resides.

The created son of Kurma is in the egg, while the original Kurma
lives separately in Sat Lok, where he meditates on Sat Purush
as before.

Kurma said to Sat Purush:

“Nirankar came at me with full force and manifesting his character
climbed on my body:

He tore my stomach and didn’t obey your orders.”

Then Sat Purush said this to Kurma: ‘‘He is your younger brother.
This is the way of the older ones: they should not pay attention to
the bad qualities of the younger, and they should love them.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Hearing the words of Sat Purush, Kurma was pleased. He was the
form of nectar, and remained forever in happiness.

Again Niranjan remembered Sat Purush and again for many yugas
he did the devotion.

But he did devotion for his self-desire, and after making the crea-
tion, he repented it:

Dharam Rai thought, “How do 1 develop these worlds?

Without the Seed, what do I do with the heavenly world, the mortal
world, and the world below?

With what do I think? How do 1 make the body?

So, again doing devotion, I will ask for that which can put /ife into
my three worlds.”’

He determined to get life for the worlds, and began remembering
Sat Purush.

He did devotion for sixty-four yugas—standing on one foot.
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Sat Purush again sends Sahaj to Niranjan

HYMN
Sat Purush, the Abode of Grace, was pleased with his seva.
He told Sahaj, ‘¢“What new thing does he ask for now?
Sahaj, go to Niranjan and give him whatever he wants.
Tell him to create the universe, leaving all deceptions.”

When Sat Purush ordered, Sahaj went to Kal, bowing his head to
him;
He arrived where Kal was standing, doing his devotion,

Looking at Sahaj, Dharam Rai became happy and was convinced
that Sat Purush was pleased with him.

Sahaj said, ‘‘Listen, O Dharam Rai! Now why are you doing de-
votion?”’

Bowing his head, Dharam Rai said, ‘‘Give me some place where |
can dwell.”’

Then Sahaj said, ‘‘Listen, Dharam Rai! Sat Purush has given you
everything.

EcG The conception of the lower-universe as a gigantic cosmic egg is wide-
spread. The terms And and Brahmand, used by the Masters of Sant Mat
for these worlds, mean "egg"” and "egg of Brahm" respectively. Compare
also the poetry of Blake.

SoN KURMA One of the incarnations of Vishnu, as is Varah. Kabir dis-
tinguishes carefully between the son, a lesser god who is only a reflec-
tion of his father, and the father, the highest and most basic of all created
beings. When the potentiality of the lower creation was forced out of the
original Kurma, it included a potential reflection of himself existingona
lower level. Actually, according to the Masters, the entire lower
universe is a reflection of the higher, and many of the most imposing
phenomena of the astral and causal planes are only diminished reflec-
tions of the Reality of Sat Lok.

THEN SAT PURUSH SaID Note the very great reluctance of Sat Purush to
condemn Kal. He is one of His sons, after all, a part of His essence, and
He loves him dearly. If, as we have seen, the nature of Kal or Time is
such that he cannot be separated from the wholeness of the Father
without falling, then Sat Purush must in some way take ultimate respon-
sibility for his deeds.

SEED The essence of Life or the soul, later called Root Seed. This comes
only from Sat Purush. Kal's “creating’ is confined to shaping or develop-
ing what proceeds from the Seed into various forms; if he does not have
the Seed, he has nothing to work with and cannot “create.”
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Whatever came out from Kurma’s stomach, Sat Purush has or-
dered to give to you.

You have been given the Kingdom of the three worlds! Now,
without any fear, create the universe.”’

Then Niranjan said, ‘“How do I create the universe?

Please tell Sat Purush, folding your hands, this: ‘I am Your servant
and not a strange one.’

Tell Sat Purush I beg Him to give me the Seed for the field of my
creation.

I am His servant and do not rely on any one else. Daily I remember
Him.

Go and tell this to Sat Purush: ‘Please give me the Seed, the sign of
immortality.” >’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Again Sahaj returned to Sat Purush and told Him Niranjan’s re-
quest.

Then, as Sat Purush ordered, Sahaj returned home to Sat Lok,
which is full of happiness.

The gracious Sat Purush doesn’t look at good or bad deeds—He is
controlled by service.

The creation of Adhya

Then Sat Purush in His Will created a female who had eight parts
in her body.

She had eight hands, and came and stood on the left side of Sat
Purush.

Bowing her head she asked Him, ‘O Sat Purush, what are Your
orders for me?”’

Sat Purush gives the Root Seed to Adhya

Then Sat Purush said this: ‘‘Daughter, go to Dharam Rai.

Take hold of that which I give you, and meeting with Dharam Rai,
create the universe.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Then Sat Purush gave her the Seed of the jiva, Whose name is
Sohang.
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There is no difference between jiva and Sohang; jiva is the essence
of Sat Purush.

Sat Purush created three powers: fearlessness, consciousness of
Himself, and Ulghani.

HYMN
When Sat Purush was pleased, He gave Ashtangi to Dharam Rai.
She was told to go to Mansarovar and join with him.
The woman Ashtangi was very beautiful and charming:
She was ordered to go to Mansarovar and create the dense creation.

COUPLET
She was given the Root Seed of eighty-four lakhs of births.
She went to create the living universe, after bowing her head to Sat
Purush.
All this was given to the first woman, who went to Mansarovar.
Sat Purush called Sahaj immediately, and he came running,

Sat Purush said.
Sahaj, go to Dharam Raij and tell him, ‘“You have been given that
thing which you desired.

SERVICE Seva, which implies personal devotion as well as activity. This is
the principle of grace — that devotion can outweigh bad deeds in the eyes
of God. Since without grace we would all be in difficult straits, we
should not complain if Kal also receives it. Since the nature of the
highest God is grace, it follows that all who sin are ultimately
forgiven— no matter who they are.

FEMALE Although the personal pronoun “he” has been used to describe
them, the fact is that all of the entities who are content with Sat Lok and
the spiritual creation are neither male nor female, but both. Above the
causal plane there is no division into sexes. We have seen that Shesh
Nag's original role was a mother-nourisher, and although the Saints refer
to Sat Purush as the Father, they also refer to Him as the Mother (see
Guru Arjan's great hymn, “You are my Father, You are my Mother .. .").
Sex distinctions only come into being when attention goes downward
into the lower creation. Kal, as we have seen, has been steadily falling
for some time now —moving irreversibly away from his Father —and Sat
Purush's creation of the prototypical female Adhya (also called Ashtangi
or Bhavani} at this point can probably be understood best as the
crystallization of Kal's feminine aspect outside of himself as a separate
being - the first time in the universe that this has happened. The fallen-
ness of the lower creation is never more vividly seen than in this, that it
cannot come into being until its “creator” is split into male and female.
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The Root Seed has been sent to you. Now you can create the
universe as you like.
(Go and live in Mansarovar, so that the universe can be created.”’

Again Sahaj went to where Niranjan was standing in His devotion.
When he told him the words of Sat Purush, Niranjan obeyed him.

IN MANSAROVAR:
THE SWALLOWING OF ADHYA BY NIRANJAN
AFTER BEING ATTRACTED TO HER;
THE CURSE OF SAT PURUSH

Hearing the word of Sat Purush, Niranjan came and settled in
Mansarovar,

When he first saw the woman, Dharam Rai was pleased.

Looking at Ashtangi, Dharam Rai behaved in a self-conceited
manner.

He said, “There is no limit to the limitless Lord.’’ Delighted by the
beauty of that woman he looked at her.

Looking at every single part of her body he became impatient,

And he swallowed the woman! O, Dharam Das, hear about Kal’s
nature!

When that unjust Kal swallowed the woman, she was astonished.

At once she cried for help saying, ‘‘Kal has made me his food.”’

Then Dharam Rai came to Sahaj, who took back the plane of Void
consciousness from him.

Then Sat Purush remembered what had happened to Kurma: how
Kal had also attacked him to control him,

And had destroyed his three heads. Sat Purush is gracious but He
knows all—

Knowing this character of Kal, Sat Purush cursed him—about
which 1 will tell you now:

Sat Purush’s curse on Niranjan
““If you will devour one lakh jivas daily, one-and-one-quarter lakhs
will be developed.”
HYMN
Then Sat Purush thought, ““How can I finish Kal?
He is very dangerous and will make the souls restless.
I cannot destroy him or stop him; he is my worthless son.
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If I withdraw him into myself, I will have to bring everything back.

COUPLET
This is my immovable Word: I will remove Kal from here.
He will never be allowed to enter my region! I will keep my word.”’

Sat Purush sends Jogjit with orders to expel Kal from Mansarovar

Sat Purush called Jogjit and made him understand the character
of Dharam Kai:

““Jogjit, go quickly and expel Kal after beating him.

HE SWALLOWED THE WOMAN  This is the point of no return in the fall of Kal;
his fate, and that of the lower creation, is sealed at this point. He
swallows her in an attempt to reincorporate what had been his own
female nature; but Kal is also Yama or the Death God; and throughout
the poem, Kal "swallowing” or "devouring” someone means that that per-
son has died. But although Adhya has been swallowed in his second
overt act of direct disobedience, she does not die, and this is an impor-
tant point, connected with Sat Purush’s curse.

SAT PurusH's CURSE  In other words, no matter how much Kal or Yama is
interested in playing the role of a Death God, no matter how many
created forms in the lower worlds are swallowed or devoured by Kal
(i.e. die) the end result will only be more life. Death is ultimately both
illusory and self-defeating. Sant Ajaib Singh has compared the thought
here to a farmer sowing seeds: each seed has come from a plant that is
supposedly dead and, as Christ pointed out, each seed has to die as a seed
before it can bring forth fruit in abundance. When Kal finishes devour-
ing 100,000 entities, instead of 100,000 dead bodies, the reality is
125,000 entities. From Kal's point of view, this is a curse because it
frustrates his aim and insures that the will of the Father will ultimately
prevail as a direct result of his activity. And Adhya's experience at this
point is prototypical: far from dying when eaten by Kal, she becomes the
mother and co-creator of the entire lower universe.

SaT PurusH THOUGHT A tremendously important passage. The Father
“cannot destroy or stop” Kal because he is His son: worthless, but still His
son and therefore a part of Himself. "If I withdraw him into myself, [ will
have to bring everything back,” — the only way to prevent Kal from being
Kal is to pull him back into the Father; but the manifested universe is a
projection of all sixteen sons, and if any one of them is reabsorbed into
the Source, the creation will disintegrate —which, for better or worse, is
not the Father's wish.

REMOVE KAL FROM HERE  From the upper universe — Daswan Dwar or Man-
sarovar upwards. Time, being (when separated from the whole] inher-
ently negative or against the grain of Eternity, can be banished from the
Spiritual creation but not from creation as a whole; it sinks to the bottom
under its own weight, as it were.
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Now he cannot live in Mansarovar and in this plane of Sat Lok, he
must never come.

In the stomach of Dharam Rai is that woman. Tell her to remember
my Shabda,

And to go and live in heaven, in the mortal world, and the world
below, whose king is Kal.

She should come out of the stomach of Dharam Rai and she will get
good fruit for this good deed.

Go and tell Dharam Rai that now that woman is his.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Bowing his head to Sat Purush, Jogjit went to Mansarovar.
When Kal saw him, he became very dreadful.

Kal asked him, ‘“Why did you come here? Who has sent you here
today?”’

Jogjit said, ‘O Dharam Rai, you have eaten that woman!

And Sat Purush has ordered me to expel you from here.”

Jogjit asked the woman, ‘“Why are you in his stomach?

Tear it and come out!—and remember the Glory of Sat Purush!”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Hearing this, Dharam Rai burned with anger within himself, and
coming before Jogjit he clashed with him.

Then Jogjit remembered Sat Purush, and received His Light and
Power:

Sat Purush ordered him to hit the center of Kal’s forchead with
full force.

Jogjit did as he was ordered.

HYMN
When Jogjit hit him, Dharam Rai fell down far from Sat Lok.
He was afraid of Sat Purush and got up by himself.
The woman came out from his stomach, and, seeing him again, be-
came afraid.
She was in doubt and afraid of Kal.
She stood—thinking—looking at the ground here and there.
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4. THE FOUR KINDS OF LIFE 71

O Dharam Das, one by one I have told you all the truth.
I have told you the signs of all the four kinds of creation. Now listen
about further things.

Recognition of the soul who comes from the human body to the

human body
HYMN
If, when a soul leaves the human body, it comes once again to the
human form—

Listen attentively, Dharam Das, to the recognition of such a soul.

Dharam Das said:

O my Lord, one doubt has crept into my mind: please make me un-
derstand.

The soul gets the human body only after wandering in the cycle of
eighty-four lakhs births.

You told me this before. Why this new statement?

Tell me its secret, O my Master—

Saying this, Dharam Das caught hold of the Master’s feet—

HE REMoves THE EFFecT No matter how unworthy these souls are, and
what wretched human beings they make, they can still, through the
grace of the Master, be liberated; and, by “removing the effect of the
previous body” the Satguru can make real and admirable human beings
out of them.

SIGNS OF THE WOMB-BORN  This description — of those souls who are born as
humans as the result of their natural evolution-is far more positive
than the others, but still contains negative elements. These souls are also
on probation; they have no guarantee of another human birth unless
they use this one for its true purpose. When looked at in this light, some
of these attributes—"he always bows to the idols"— are ominous.

ONE DouBT Dharam Das doubts that a human being could ever be reborn
as another human being; his understanding of the nature of the cycle
precludes that possibility. He is wrong, as we shall see; but his doubt is
an interesting comment on the usual westerner's doubt, which is
precisely the opposite: that human beings can never go down into the
lower creation, but continue to be reborn as humans forever. Scholars
who should know better have wasted pages "proving” that this is the true
esoteric teaching, as opposed to the ignorance of the multitudes. This is
nonsense. It is also harmful, for the true cosmic meaning of the cycle of
births and deaths is trivialized and perverted, and instead of viewing the
wheel as a monstrous cause of suffering, it is seen as a silly game: "what
was I in my last life? —in which no one ever finds that they were born
into a low or unworthy or even dull existence, and one looks forward to
one's next birth to see what interesting person one will become.












































