I1I. The Coming of Kabir
1. Before the Incarnations

Dharam Das said:

O Lord, You have satisfied me, the very fortunate one to whom
You have given Your darshan:

I cannot describe your greatness; I was an unconscious one whom
You have awakened.

I like Your words—full of nectar. Hearing them, attachment and
€g0 run away.

Now please tell me the story: How did You come into this world the
first time?

BY THE ORDERS OF SAT PURUSH
KABIR SAHIB COMES TO AWAKEN THE SOULS;
ON THE WAY HE MEETS NIRANJAN

O Dharam Das, now that you have asked me I will tell you the story
of each age.

When Sat Purush ordered me I stepped onto the earth for the jivas.

After saluting Him I started walking and came to the court of
Dharam Rai.

It was the first time that I came for the souls and on my head I had
the glory of Sat Purush.

By the order of Sat Purush I came to the souls, and in that age my
name was Achint.

When [ was coming I met the unjust Dharam Rai, who fought with
me.

I STepPED ONTO THE EARTH That is, into the lower worlds. Kabir is not in-
carnated physically yet. The actual meeting with Kal takes place at the

very top of the causal plane, as Kal does not exist in a personal form
below that.
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86 THE COMING OF KABIR

Seeing me, he drew near. With anger and excitement he asked me,
“Yogjit, why did you come here? Tell me. Did you come to kill me?
Tell me the words of Sat Purush!”’

Then I told him, ‘‘Listen, Dharam Rai, I am going to the world for
the souls.”’

Again I told him, ‘‘Listen, unjust one, you are very clever and have
deceived the souls.

You have made the souls forget, and have continuously harassed
them.

You have hidden the secret of Sat Purush and have manifested your
own glory to the souls,

You burn the souls on the red hot rock, and after burning them you
eat them.

You have given so much pain to the souls!—that is why Sat Purush
has ordered me:

Awakening the souls, I will take them back to Sat Lok and will save
them from the sufferings of Kal.

So I am going into the world and will send the souls to Sat Lok after
giving them the passport.”

Hearing this, Kal became horrible and tried to frighten me.

Dharam Rai said:

“I served Him for seventy yugas, so Sat Purush gave me this king-
dom and this greatness.

And when I did His service for sixty-four yugas, Sat Purush gave
me the eight divisions of creation.

You beat me and threw me out! So, Yogjit, now I will not leave
you!”’

Then I said, ¢‘Listen, Dharam Rai, I am not afraid of you.

I have Sat Purush’s light and strength in me. O Kal, I am not afraid
of you!”’

Then I did the Simran of Sat Purush’s Light and attacked the
Negative Power with the weapon of Shabda.

Right then I looked at him. His forehead had become black.

To me the condition of Kal was that of a bird when she loses her
wings.

He became angry, but when he couldn’t do anything, he came and
fell at my feet.
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HYMN

Niranjan said, ‘‘Listen, Gyani, [ am pleading with you:

You are my brother and still I opposed you—that is a mistake which
I have made.

I recognize you as equal to Sat Purush, and I don’t have any other
feeling for you:

You are the great All-Conscious Lord. Now stretch over me the
umbrella of forgiveness!”’

COUPLET
As Sat Purush gave me the Kingdom, You also should give me a
gift:
You are the oldest of sixteen sons and are equal to Sat Purush.”’

Gyani said, ‘““Listen, Rai Niranjan, you are a black spot in the
family,

[ am going to bring the souls back. I will make them firm in Sat
Shabda and Sat Naam.

I have come with the orders of Sat Purush to liberate the souls from
the Ocean of Life.

This time, through the Sound of Sat Purush, I will expel you in a
moment!”’

Dharam Rai made this request: ‘I am your servant—don’t under-
stand me as somebody else’s.

O Gyani, this is my one request: Don’t do anything to make me
lose.

As Sat Purush has given me the Kingdom, if you also give me some-
thing my purpose can be served.

Now I will obey your words, O Gyani; you can take the souls from
me.

But brother, I will tell you one thing; please accept it as true:

The jivas will not obey You. They will come to me, and find Your
words useless.

The snare in which they are entangled is very strong.

OLDEST OF SIXTEEN Sons Flattery. Kurma is the oldest. But Kabir, as his
name Gyani indicates, is an incarnation of the second son, Gyan, so
perhaps it is not so misleading to refer to him this way.
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I have created the Vedas, Shastras, Simritis and many kinds of attri-
butes, and the daughter of Sat Purush is the head of the three
gods.

All three of them have created many traps, and from their mouths
they give out my knowledge.

They make the souls worship temples, gods and stones, and keep
their minds involved in pilgrimages, fasting, japas and tapas.

All the world performs the worship of God through sacrifices: 1
have tied the souls in this principle.

I have made austerities, sacrifices, daily rituals, rules of conduct,
and many other traps:

So Gyani, if you go in the world, the souls will not obey you.”

Gyani said, ‘‘Listen, unjust one, I will cut down all the traps and re-
lease the souls.

By means of the Sat Shabda, I will destroy all the traps you have
created.

The soul who catches my Shabda will become free of all your traps.

When the soul recognizes my Shabda he will give up the illusion
created by you, and will rise above your creation.

Making the souls understand the Sat Naam and liberating them,
I will take them back to Sat Lok.

HYMN

I will make the souls firm in the Shabda of the Gracious Forgiver,
Sat Purush.

Such souls will be Sahaj: pure and content. They will do the devo-
tion of the soul,

And they will be the abode of pure qualities. By doing the Simran
of Sat Purush they will sing the praise of the Immovable Naam.

I will send the souls to Sat Lok, keeping my foot on your head.

COUPLET
Spreading the Nectar of Naam I will awaken the souls.
O Dharam Rai, listen carefully. I will humble your arrogance.
By doing the practice of devotion, they will get the passport and 1
will connect them with the Naam of Sat Purush.
The Negative Power can’t come near such a soul, and he will bow
down to them when he sees their union with Sat Purush.
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Hearing this Kal was afraid, and folding his hands he made this
request:

“O Lord, You are the gracious giver; shower grace on me, my
brother.

Sat Purush has cursed me so that I will devour one lakh jivas daily.

If all the souls go to Sat Lok, then how will my hunger be satisfied?

Again, Sat Purush showered grace on me and He gave me the King-
dom of this world.

You should also shower grace on me. Whatever I ask for, grant me
that boon.

Sat Yuga, Treta Yuga and Dwapar—in all these three Yugas, just a
few souls should go back.

When the Fourth Age—the Kali Yuga—comes, then many souls
may come to you,

Make this promise to me, and then You can go into the world.”

Gyani said:

“O Kal, you have created deception, you have kept the jivas in
suffering.

I understand your request; O arrogant Kal, you have deceived me;

I accept the request which you have made of me. When the Fourth
Age, the Kali Yuga comes, I will send my incarnation.

HYMN
First the eight souls of the same essence of Sukrit will come into the
world.

DAUGHTER OF SAT PURUSH Adhya or Maya. If the essence of Illusion her-
self is the daughter of Sat Purush, how strong a force it is.

PassporT This word, used frequently from here on, is a literal translation.
The initiation into Naam grants the initiate freedom of movement in the
inner worlds.

You HAVE DecelVED ME The Masters cannot refuse a request made to
them in humility and truth, and this is what Kal has done. He has seem-
ingly been able to take advantage of the vulnerability of goodness for his
own gain, and in this sense he has deceived Kabir. But nothing is
ultimately lost; Kal may think he has accomplished something, but all
he has gained is Time — which from the point of view of Eternity doesn't
amount to much.

EIGHT SouLs This refers to Dharam Das and his family and is explained

later in the poem. So are the “forty-two incarnations,” the line of Masters
founded by Kabir in the Kali Yuga.
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After that the new soul will go in the home of Dharam Das.

For the sake of the souls, forty-two.incarnations of Sat Purush will
come into the world:

Establishing and teaching the Path in the Kali Yuga, They will send
the souls back to Sat Lok.

COUPLET

I will always be with the souls to whom They will give the passport
into the Sat Shabda,

And such souls will never go to Yama!”’

Dharam Rai said:

“O Lord, You can establish the Path. Liberating the souls, You can
take them back to Sat Lok.

I will bow down to the soul on whom I see Your sign.

I have accepted the orders of Sat Purush and now 1 request this
of you, O Gyani:

Kal tells Kabir Sahib about his twelve paths

You will establish one path and will send the souls back to Sat Lok.

[ will create twelve paths and in Your name [ will teach people.

I will send twelve Yamas in the world who will spread the path in
Your name.

Mritu Andha, my messenger, will be incarnated in the house of
Sukrit.

First my messenger will be born and then Your incarnation.

In this way I will delude the souls in the name of Sat Purush.

Souls who come on these twelve paths will come into my mouth.

I am making only this request of you. Showering grace and for-
giving me, please grant it.

Kal asks Kabir Sahib for the boon of establishing Jagannath

When the first part of the [ron Age comes [ will take up the body of
a Sadhu.

Then [ will go to King Indradaman, bearing the name of Jagannath.

The King will make my temple which will be repeatedly destroyed
by the water of the ocean.

My son Vishnu, on whom the seven oceans will take revenge, will
come there.
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So the temple won’t survive—the waves of the ocean will drown it.

O Gyani, do this: first go to the shore of the ocean.

Seeing you, the ocean will not cover You and will recede.

In this way I will be established and then You can send Your in-
carnation.

Then You can maintain the Path in the Ocean of Life and can save
the souls with the Naam of Sat Purush.

Any soul who will come to the shore without the sign of union will
not find the way out.”

HYMN
Gyani said:
O Dharam Rai, I understand very well what you are asking me.
Maintaining the twelve paths is giving poison in place of nectar.
Now I will finish you and show you my art:
Cutting the bonds of Yama, I will make the souls free and send
them to the Plane of Immortality.”

COUPLET

I thought: the Word of Sat Purush cannot go astray;

Those who will be firm in Sat Shabda—I will make them reach
Home.

“O unjust one, I give you permission to establish twelve paths:

First your messenger will be born and then My Incarnation will take
birth.

I will go to the shore of the ocean and I will see that the Jagannath
is established.

After that I will maintain my Path and send the souls back to Sat
Lok.”

ONLY THi1s REQUEST This request, and Kabir's response, are important.
Jagannath means "the temple of the world,” and the request which is
fulfilled later, is symbolic: Kal needs help in maintaining the lower crea-
tion, which is in danger of succumbing to internal stress. Kabir agrees,
even though the manifestation of the "twelve paths” is now a part of Kal's
world (these “paths’ are described in detail later} because the falling
apart of the lower creation would involve the souls in even more suffer-
ing, and because it would deprive Him of the arena in which to work. He
also notes, again, that all that will be lost is Time.
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Dharam Rai tries to deceive Kabir Sahib and get the Secret
Knowledge

Dharam Rai said:

““O Gyani, tell me the sign of union so that I may recognize the souls
who bear it.

I will not come near those who will show me that sign.

So give me the sign of Naam, O Lord. Shower this grace on me.”’

Gyani said:

“If I tell you this sign, you will become the means of suffering for
the souls.

[ have understood your deception, Kal: you can’t play this trick.

Dharam Rai, I am telling you clearly: I have kept the glory of Naam
hidden within me!

Go away; leave those who take my Naam.

If you try to stop such souls, O Kal, you won’t survive!”’

Dharam Rai said, “‘Go to the world and bring the souls back with
the support of Naam.

I won’t come near the souls who sing Your praise.

Putting their foot on my head, those who take refuge in You will
cross the Ocean of Life.

I was obstinate toward You. Understanding You as my father, I be-

haved like a child:
Even if a child makes ten million mistakes, still the father does not

take even one mistake to his heart.
[f the father turns out the son, then who will protect me?”’
Dharam Rai got up and bowed, and Gyani came to this world.

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
When [ saw that Dharam Rai was afraid I left that place.
Kabir says: O wise Dharam Das, then I came to this world.

Kabir meets Brahma

I met the Wise One. I told him about the Shabda.

He listened with attention and asked many questions about recog-
nizing Sat Purush.

Then Niranjan thought, ¢“My eldest son Brahma is leaving me!”’

Niranjan resides in the mind within, so he changed Brahma’s
intellect.
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Brahma said:

“God is formless without any qualities and cannot be restricted. He
is in the form of light and lives in the void.

The Vedas describe him as the Sat Purush and I accept the Vedas.”

Kabir reaches Vishnu

When [ saw Brahma firmly believing in Kal, then from there [ came
to Vishnu.

I told the teachings of Sat Purush to Vishnu but, being controlled
by Kal, he couldn’t receive my message.

Vishnu said, ‘““Who is like me? I have four substances with me:
Kama, Moksha, Dharma, Artha; 1 can give these to anyone I like!”’
Gyani said:

““Q Vishnu, listen! Where do you have the Moksha with you?
Moksha is beyond the Akshar.

When you yourself are not stable, how can you make others stable?
Why are you lying and singing your own praise?’’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Hearing my fearless speech, Vishnu was embarrassed, and in his
heart he became afraid for his own self.

Then I went to the world of snakes and [ told Shesh Nag this:

“Nobody knows the secret of Sat Purush; everyone has taken ref-
uge in Kal.”’

Then Shesh Nag said, ‘O Brother, recognize the saviour. He is the
only one who will save you from Yama.

Whom Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra remember, even the Vedas sing
his praise.

That Purush is my protector. And only he will protect you as well.”’

I told him, ““There is another Protector. If you believe in me, I can
make you meet Him.”’

Kama, MoksHA, DHARMA, ARTHA The four great boons of the Hindu tradi-
tion, one or the other of which is supposed to be every man's goal. Kama
means sensual desire and pleasure; Artha, wealth and power; Dharma,
religion or law; Moksha, ultimate spiritual liberation. Vishnu does have
jurisdiction over the first three, as Kabir points out, but has nothing
whatever to do with Moksha.
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But because of his poison, Shesh Nag had a sharp nature. He didn’t
take my words to his heart.

Listen, O lucky wise Dharam Das: Then 1 came into the world.

When I came to the mortal world I didn’t see any jiva of Sat Purush.

As all were wearing the garments of Yama, to whom could I have
given the teachings?

They were believing in him who was ruinous, and no one accepted
the words of the Protector.

He whom they were remembering was eating them up!
Then I remembered the Shabda.

Being controlled by attachment, the jivas did not recognize me. In
my heart this thought came:

HYMN

Finishing the illusion of Kal I should show the real Kal to people.

Saving the souls from Yama | should send them to the Plane of Im-
mortality.

For this reason [ am wandering in this world, but no one recognizes
me.

All the jivas have fallen in the control of Kal and, leaving the nectar,
are taking the poison.

COUPLET
Then I thought, This is not the order of Sat Purush. His orders are
Bring back only him who recognizes and holds the Shabda
with determination.

O Dharam Das, what happened afterwards? To you I am describ-
ing all that.

Brahma, Vishnu, Shambu, Sanak, all of them went in the Void
Samadhi. Then they said to Niranjan,

“O Creator, which Name should we repeat and on which Name
should we meditate?”’

Everybody is contemplating in the void plane in the same way that
the oyster shell contemplates on the raindrop.

Then Niranjan thought of this solution, and from the Void Cave he
spoke in this way:

Many times the Ra ra was uttered, and ma from the word ‘‘maya:”’

Both words were united, and the name Rama was given to them as
they had desired:
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All the world was thus involved in the name of Rama, and nobody
understood the trap of Kal.

In this way the Name of Rama was created, Dharam Das: Under-
stand this.

Dharam Das said:

O Perfect Satguru, by Your sun of knowledge my darkness has
gone away.

Maya and attachment are dense darkness, from which the jivas
cannot come out.

Since You have manifested Knowledge to me, recognizing the
Shabda, my attachment has gone.

I am a fortunate one to have You. You have awakened me, the low
one.

Tell me further: Whom did You liberate in Sat Yuga?

2. In the Sat Yuga:
The Incarnation as Sat Sukrit

The Satguru said:
O Dharam Das, listen about the Sat Yuga. 1 will tell you about the
souls to whom I gave Naam.

RAMA Ra means "beyond”; the mantra of Rama is supposed to take its vo-
tary beyond Maya. But it cannot because it did not originate beyond
Maya. The word rama comes from a word meaning "vibration” in San-
skrit, and is applied to the Sound Current. Worship of Ram Naam
antedates the worship of the avatar Rama, who was an incarnation of
Vishnu in the second or Silver Age.

SAT YuGa The Age of Truth, or Golden Age, the first and longest in the
mahayuga or Day of Brahma — the cycle of four yugas. According to Hin-
du tradition Sat Yuga was 1,728,000 years in length, and the people lived
an average lifetime of 100,000 years. The quality of life under these con-
ditions is incomprehensible, but this view of the universe can best be
understood as a wound-up watch operating at maximum efficiency
when first wound and then gradually deteriorating—winding down.
The universe as a whole is not evolving, it is involving; there is no ques-
tion of “things getting better.” What does evolve, in a sort of grand coun-
terpoint to the universe, is the individual spirit — at least when it is on the
upward swing of the wheel of eighty-four. Here the people of the Sat
Yuga were at a distinct disadvantage, even though they were able to "go
up” with ease: life was so good and so secure that very few understood
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In Sat Yuga my name was Sat Sukrit and by the orders of Sat
Purush 1 awakened the souls.

THE STORY OF KING DHONDHAL
I went to King Dhondhal and made him hear the true Shabda.
He accepted my Sat Shabda, so I made him see immediately.

HYMN

King Dhondhal, a saintly gentleman, caught my Shabda with deter-
mination.

He took the peace-giving Parshad and the water, after touching it
to my feet.

He was overwhelmed with Love—giving up illusion, he shone.

He recognized the Essential Shabda and contemplated on the feet
of the Master.

THE STORY OF KHEMSARI

After awakening Dhondhal in Shabda, I appeared in the city of
Mathura.

There Khemsari came running, with many women, old people and
children.

Khemsari said, ‘O Ancient Man, from where have you come?”’

I told him the teachings of Shabda, about Sat Purush and about the
form of Yama.

Hearing that—when he understood the deception of Yama—Ilove
manifested within Khemsari.

Making Khemsari have the darshan of Sat Lok

But he had one doubt: only after secing Sat Lok would he believe.

So keeping his body here, 1 took his soul within a moment to Sat
Lok.

After showing him Sat Lok, I brought his soul back. After return-
ing to his body, he repented:

“O Lord, take me to that plane. Here there is too much of Kal’s
miseries.”’

So I told him, ‘“Listen to my words. Obey whatever 1 say:

Sat Lok is achieved only after Tika is filled
Brother, until the tika is filled up, keep your attention attached to
Naam.
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You’ve seen my Lok, so give that teaching to the souls.

Fruit of teaching the souls

Even if one soul comes in His refuge, such a soul is appreciated by
Sat Purush.

If a cow, about to be eaten by a lion, is saved by some brave man,
that man is praised a lot.

The lion is afraid of the brave man. In the same way the jiva is the
food of Kal, and

If one makes even one soul determined in bhakti he gets the fruit of
saving ten million cows.”’

Khemsari fell at my feet and said, ‘O Lord, save me!
Shower grace on me and enlighten me so that I may not fall in the
trap of Kal again.”

Sat Sukrit said:

“Listen, O Khemsari. This is the country of Yama; without Naam
the fear cannot be removed.

By catching the rope of Sat Purush the soul breaks the straw traps
of Yama.

One who gets the gift of Sat Purush’s Naam does not come back in
the ocean of life.”’

Khemsari said, ‘“Give me the passport; freeing me from Yama,
make me Your own.

And to the other souls in my house, O Lord, give them also the gift
of Naam.

the nature of the trap they were in. That is why Kabir's “concession” of
the first three yugas to Kal is essentially meaningless: it is only in the
Kali Yuga that the nature of existence becomes obvious enough for peo-
ple to recognize the trap as a trap. Only in the Kali Yuga have significant
numbers of people followed the Masters; only in the Kali Yuga do peo-
ple understand that they are asleep and so make efforts to awake; only in
the Kali Yuga is suffering the norm and substratum of life on the
physical plane.

DECEPTION OF YaMa Death; Yama is Kal's name as Death God. Death of
course is very far away for most people in the Sat Yuga.

Tika The reservoir behind the eyes; it has to be filled with the attention
before the soul can go up.

BHAKTI The loving devotion of God or the Satguru.
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Please put Your feet in my house and explain the message of libera-
tion to the souls.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Then in his house the Meeting of Love took place. The feet which
were full of nectar and liberation-giving, stepped in that house.

Khemsari spoke to everyone explaining, ‘‘Brothers, all of you
make your life successful.”

Khemsari said to the family:

“Brothers, those who want liberation of the soul, accept the Sat-
guru Shabda.

He is the only one Who can save you from Yama; believe me, this is
true.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

All the souls believed in him firmly, so they all came with Khemsari.

They came to my feet and said, ‘“O Lord, liberate us so that Yama
won’t harass us and we may chase away the pain of birth after
birth.”

When I saw the men and women so helpless, I said this to them:

“No one can stop those who will accept my Shabda.

The suffering created by Kal will be finished for the soul who be-
lieves in my teachings.

Yam Raj will not go near one who gets the passport of Sat Purush’s
Naam.”

Sat Sukrit said to Khemsari:
“Bring what is needed to perform the agrti, so that I may finish
your soul’s pain, which was created by Kal.”

Khemsari said, ‘O Lord, explain to me what is needed for the
arti to be performed.”

HYMN
““Listen, Khemsari, to the meaning of arti which I will explain to

you.
Bring sweets, betel leaf, camphor, banana, eight kinds of dried
fruits,
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Five vessels, a piece of white cloth, clean leaves of a banana tree,
A coconut, and a white flower—and make a white chauka of san-
dalwood.

COUPLET
O Khemsari, bring all these things and perform the ari.
Marking the boundary with betelnut, perform the chauka by means
of the Shabda.
And bring other good pure things' the beautiful white ghee of the
cow.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Hearing my words Khemsari obeyed them; immediately he brought
everything.

He set up the white canopy and was determined to know how to
perform the arti.

With the wish of Sat Purush, Five Sacred Words were created.

Devotion, meditation, and Knowledge given by the Master were
also there.

I sat on the chauka, and in the meditation the Indestructible Sound
Current was manifested.

ARTI This word is used in Hinduism to mean a ritual centering around the
presentation of light; here the word is used more specifically to describe
a ceremony accompanying initiation which is an acted-out parable,
every detail of which is symbolic of one or another aspect of the inner
path. A complete explanation of the inner significance of this ceremony
was given by Tulsi Sahib (1763-1843), a Master in the line of descent
from Kabir, and may be consulted by the interested reader in Param Sant
Tulsi Sahib (trans. S.D. Maheshwari, Agra, n.d.); in a pre-literate age,
ceremonies of this type, in which every detail has a specific meaning
which could be committed to memory and passed on to others, served as
convenient ways to codify the teachings. The outer performance of the
ritual has long since been abandoned by the Masters, if indeed it ever
was performed in the literal sense; the inner Reality remains however,
and is still conveyed in the initiation as described here.

FIvE SACRED WORDs The mantra of the Basic Names of God, referring to
the manifestation of the Naam or Sound Current on each of the five in-
ner planes, and taught by the Masters as the means for Simran or remem-
brance, was instituted at this time - the first initiation into Sant Mat
ever performed. Not that the words themselves were necessarily the
same as they are given today; they have varied from language to
language and today exist differently in Sanskrit and Arabic. But the sym-
bolic relationship of the words to the Naam or Word is the same.
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In the meditation the Indestructible Sound of the Shabda came into
manifestation—No one can stop It in this world!

At the appropriate time the chauka was performed and the Radi-
ance of the Indestructible Light was manifested.

When the chauka was performed by means of the Shabda and the
coconut was broken, Kal ran away.

When the coconut was struck on the rock, the head of Kal was split
open and all the pains went away.

When the coconut broke, a fragrance came out which gave the mes-
sage of Sat Purush.

I told them the Five Words and at that time they got the Naam of
Sat Purush.

Brother, for a moment Sat Purush came and sat there. All the peo-
ple got up and performed the arti.

Again the arti was performed in the house, a straw was broken, and
all the people drank water.

First Khemsari drank the water and after him the other jivas drank
that with respect.

I explained to them about Dhyan. By contemplating on the Naam,
their souls would be saved.

[ explained to them the ways of living and told them that by doing
the Simran of Naam their souls will go back Home.

HYMN

After giving the knowledge of the Satguru to twelve souls I went to
the Ocean of Peace;

[ touched the Lotus Feet of Sat Purush, Who, smiling, made me sit
in His lap.

In many ways the Owner of the Souls asked me about my well-being
and happiness.

Brother, I was happy looking at the glory of that place, which was
very beautiful.

COUPLET
O Dharam Das, the glory of the Light of the Soul cannot be de-
scribed.
In Sat Lok the light of one soul is equal to the light of sixteen suns.

For a few days I resided there, then I came to see my disciples.
Day and night in this world I remained secretly, and no soul recog-
nized me.
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The souls whom I initiated I sent to Sat Lok.

In Sat Lok they were living happily in the Eternal Spring of Sat
Purush.

Only he sees this who reaches that place. He who has created this
universe is saying this to awaken the souls.

3. In the Treta Yuga:
The Incarnation as Maninder

Sat Yuga passed away and Treta Yuga came into being.

Bearing the name Maninder, I taught the souls.

When I came to teach them, Dharam Rai was afraid in his heart:

He thought: ““Taking the souls back to the Court of Sat Purush,
He will ruin my ocean of the world.

I have tried to solve this by playing tricks; but being afraid of Gyani,
I can’t stand before Him.

Gyani has the glory of Sat Purush with Him. That is why my traps
do not affect Him at all.”

So Kal got nothing. By the glory of Naam, the souls went back to

their Home.
HYMN
O Dharam Das, by the glory of Sat Naam souls go back to their
Home.

HEeaD oF KAL  Not the macrocosmic Kal, but the microcosmic: the mind in
each individual. “Kal ran away” and "for a moment Sat Purush came and
sat there” both refer to the individual rising above mind {Kal) and seeing
his soul or essence (Sat Purush) for a short while. The Sound and Light
give an indication of the ways in which Sat Purush manifested in that
“moment.” Initiations performed in our time by the spiritual descend-
ants of Kabir could be described in precisely these terms, although it
was no doubt easier in the Sat Yuga.

DHYaN Contemplation; one of the three practices taught at initiation.

SiMRAN OF NaAM Remembrance of the Word, done by repeating the Five
Sacred Words referred to above. Another of the three practices taught at
initiation.

REMAINED SECRETLY His mission in Sat Yuga is a hidden one, due to his
promise to Kal.

TRETA YUGA The Second or Silver Age; according to Hindu tradition, its
duration was 1,296,000 years and people lived up to ten thousand years.
Vishnu incarnated during this age as Lord Rama, and the traditional
events of the Ramayana took place at this time.
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When the elephant looks at the lion, he becomes terrified and his
heart begins to throb.

The glory of the Naam of Sat Purush is the lion, and Kal is the ele-
phant:

The souls catching Naam reach Sat Lok—accept my words as true.

COUPLET
Be absorbed in the Shabda of the Satguru and act according to the
Master’s orders:
Keep the attention in Naam giving up all doership, illusions and
dictates of the mind.

When Treta Yuga began | came into this mortal world.

I asked many souls, ‘““Who will save you from Yama?”’

Being controlled by illusion, the innocent souls said, ‘‘Our Creator
is the ancient Purush.

Vishnu is our protector forever, and he is the one who will save us
from Yama.” )

Some looked hopefully to Mahesh; some sang of Chandi Devi;

Giving up their husband, they are fascinated by Kal:

They are put again and again in the house of Karmas, and being en-
snared by Kal’s traps, they are being killed by him.

1 thought: If I could get orders from Sat Purush, I could finish Kal
and take all the souls back—

But if I use force I would break my promise—so, teaching the souls,
I will gradually take them back.

The souls are serving him who is their devourer—unknowingly they
are going into his mouth.

STORY OF VICHITRA BHAT IN LANKA

After going in all four directions I came to Lanka where I met Vichi-
tra Bhat, who had faith in me.

He asked me the message of liberation and I taught him the Knowl-
edge.

Hearing it, Vichitra’s illusion went away. Becoming very humble he
fell at my feet and said,

O Swami, take me in your refuge. You are Sat Purush’s abode of
happiness.

Today satisfy me and protect my soul.”

I told him about performing the arti as 1 had told Khemsari.
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Lovingly he brought what was needed—the arti was performed and
the Sound of Shabda resounded.

Breaking the straw, I gave the gift to him; in his home, no one else
understood me.

I gave him Simran and Dhyan. I didn’t hide the Perfect Rope from
him.

HYMN
The wife of Vichitra went to the palace and told the queen,
“There is one beautiful yogi who is a great sage.
I can’t describe His greatness. He is white and endlessly full of the
highest qualities.
I have never seen anyone like Him.
My husband has taken refuge in Him and has made his birth fruit-
ful.”

THE STORY OF MANDODARI
COUPLET
Hearing that, Queen Mandodari became restless to have darshan.
Bringing her attendant with her, she came with gold and diamonds.
She bowed her head to His Feet—then Maninder gave her the
blessings.

Mandodari said, ““This is an auspicious day for me. Folding my
hands, I am begging from You.

I have never seen a hermit like You. Your body is pure and your
clothes are also pure.

In whatever way my work can be done, tell me. Forgetting about
my caste and family,

O Omnipotent One, make me as a woman whose husband is alive.
Support me with Your hand and save me from drowning in the
world,

Now You are very dear to me. You are gracious and my illusions
have run away.”’

Maninder said to Mandodari:
““Listen, dear wife of Ravana, by the glory of Naam the chains of
Yama are cut.

LANKA An island just south of India, it is once again known by this ancient
name after centuries of being called Ceylon.



=\ |}
e #4. N L
] 3 5 3 L\
— Ly

¥ )

".\".'k_ MO N T G

g’

qlé
IS \
'I.I_ ! -
- .'. = l..: -
: !I I".l..‘- i
¥ .'f.-’
L_.\. :! 1
.:'. _g
|

=T
i

> G N T

|




3. IN THE TRETA YUGA 105

You see with the sight of your knowledge; I am explaining to you
about the true and the false.

Sat Purush is immeasurable and immortal, and He is the Unique
One in the three worlds.

One who remembers that Lord becomes free from coming and
going.”’

Hearing my words, her illusion disappeared; and accepting my
words, love manifested in her mind:

“QO Lord, take me in Your refuge and finish my births and deaths.”’

I gave her the initiation, connected her with the Rope of Sat Purush,
and gave her His signs.

She was very pleased to get the Rope that led to her home—as
pleased as the pauper who gains much wealth.

The queen bowed to my feet, and I went into the palace.

The story of the wife of Vichitra

Vichitra explained to his wife and told her to take Refuge and liber-
ate herself.

Vichitra’s wife accepted his advice, and taking Initiation, became
free from illusion.

Maninder goes to the palace of Ravana
Then I went to Ravana’s palace and spoke to the gatekeeper.
[ said to him, ‘‘Bring the King to me.”

The gatekeeper politely answered, ‘‘King Ravana is very powerful.

Because of the power of Shiva, he fears no one, and doesn’t believe
in anyone’s words.

He is arrogant and his anger is limitless. If I go and tell him this, he
will kill me in a moment.”’

Maninder said to the gatekeeper:
“Obey my words and go this time, and you will escape unscathed.

Believe my words are true! Go bring Ravana immediately.”

Immediately the gatekeeper went. Folding his hands he stood be-

KiNG RavaNa The famous villain of the Ramayana, he is traditionally pic-
tured both as a Vedic scholar or pundit and as a monster.
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fore the King and said, ‘‘One Siddha has come to me and told
me to call the King.”

Ravana’s anger at the gatekeeper

Hearing that the King became angry and said, ‘O Gatekeeper, you
are a foolish man.

Who has taken your common sense so that you have come to call
me?

Not even the sons of Shiva can have my darshan, and you say that a
beggar is calling me?—

Gatekeeper, listen to me: Describe the form of the Siddha.

Describe what clothes he is wearing. Tell me so that I will feel I have
seen him with my own eyes.”

The gatekeeper said:

“O Ravana, his form is white. He has a white necklace, and his
tilak is beautiful.

His beauty is as the moon! His clothes are white and everything he
has is white.”’

Mondodari, the Queen, said, ‘O King Ravana, such is the beauty
of Sat Purush.

If you go soon and get connected to Him, your kingdom can be-
come firm,

O King, give up your name and fame. Touch his feet and bow down
to him.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Hearing that, Ravana became angry—he sounded like ghee that
had been put in the fire.

He got up with a sword in his hand and said, “‘I’ll go and cut off his
head immediately!

I will kill him! His head will fall off! We’ll see what that beggar can
do to me!”’

King Ravana came to Maninder and seventy times he attacked him
with the sword he had brought.

Maninder held a piece of straw as a shield, and mighty Ravana was
striking against that.
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HYMN
Because the King was very proud, Maninder used the straw for a
shield. He did this so that Ravana might feel shame.

Mandodari said, ‘‘Listen, O King, give up the ego and be humble.
Bow down to Sat Purush and hold His Feet so that your kingdom
may remain forever.”

Ravana said:

COUPLET
I will serve Shiva who has given me this firm Kingdom.
I will touch only his feet and bow down to him alone.”

Hearing these words Maninder said, ‘‘O Ravana, you are very
proud,

You haven’t realized my secret, but I will give you one sign:

Ramchandra will come and kill you, and not even dogs will eat your
flesh!”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
I insulted Ravana and then I started for Avadh Nagar.

THE STORY OF MADHUKAR
HYMN
After insulting Ravana I came to Avadh Nagar.
On the way I met Madhukar the Brahmin, who had my darshan,
He met me by touching my feet, and bowed his head to me in de-
pendence.
He requested me to come to his home.
In many ways he showed his humility.

COUPLET
That poor Brahmin absorbed the knowledge within and loved me
very much.
He accepted the nectar-like Knowledge of Shabda cheerfully.

I found him completely in my refuge so I told him to realize the
Knowledge.

MADHUKAR THE BRAHMIN The grace of the Satguru easily outweighs Maya's
curse, and even Brahmins can be saved.



108 THE COMING OF KABIR

1 gave him the message of Sat Purush, hearing which he became
very happy.

As the sprouts burn up without water but flourish again when they
get enough—

As those sprouts become happy when they finally get soaked—in
the same way Madhukar became happy when he got Shabda.

Hearing about Sat Purush, he happily said,
‘O Saint, make me see Sat Lok.”

Maninder said:
“Come! I will show you Sat Lok, and will bring you back after
making you see It.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Keeping his body on earth, I took his soul and made it reach the Im-
mortal Plane.

Looking at the glory of Sat Lok he became very happy, and then
Madhukar’s mind believed.

Madhukar fell at my feet and said, ““O Lord, now my thirst is
quenched.

Now take me into the world again, where 1 will give the teaching to
the jivas.

I’ll proclaim the Path to the souls who come to my home.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Then I brought back his soul into the world and it entered into the
body for the second time.

In the house of Madhukar were living sixteen souls to whom he
gave the message of Sat Purush.

““Go and catch the Feet of the Perfect One. Only He will liberate
you from Yama.”’

All believed in Madhukar’s words and got the passport of libera-
tion.

Madhukar said, ‘Listen to my request! Give Sat Lok to everybody!

In this land of Yama, there is so much suffering! No one even gives
water to the soul.

O Lord of the souls and mine, shower grace on us, O Lord, All-

Conscious One.
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HYMN

This is the region of Mighty Yama, He harasses all the souls.
Many kinds of subterfuge are here. Death and birth prevail here.
Lust, anger and hard desire, greed and maya are very strong.
They exist in the gods and sages, and they have destroyed millions

of souls.

COUPLET

These three worlds are the region of Yama, where the jivas never

have happiness even for a moment.
Remove the suffering of Kal and take us to our Home.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

I found him in my refuge, so I gave them Initiation.

Sixteen souls came within, and were taken to Sat Lok.

The angels of Yama stood there looking like defeated wrestlers in
the arena.

The souls touched the Feet of Sat Purush, and said, “You have
finished our problem of birth and death.”

Sat Purush asked them about their well-being. Dwij said, ‘““We are
fine after coming here.”’

Dharam Das, this is a very strange bani—He who manifests this
hidden secret is the Gyani.

The souls were drenched in the clothes of Immortality.

Getting the Immortal Body they were very happy.

The radiance of the soul is equal to the light of sixteen suns, and
they eat only Nectar.

Getting Immortality, their bodies were satisfied.

Having the darshan of Sat Purush they became very happy.

This happened in Treta Yuga: souls were liberated by the effect of
Naam.

4. In the Dwapar Yuga:
The Incarnation as Karunamai

THE COMING OF KARUNAMALI IN THE THIRD AGE

After the Treta Yuga came the Dwapar Yuga and again the souls
were attacked by the Negative Power.

DwaPaR YuGa The Third or Copper Age. Its duration was 864,000 years
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When the Dwapar Yuga came, Sat Purush called.

Sat Purush said:

“O Gyani, go in the world soon, and save the souls from Yama.

Kal is giving pain to the souls. Go and cut their chains.

Finish Kal and bring the souls back. Why should they go into the
world again and again?”’

Then I said these words to Sat Purush, ‘“Order me, O Shabda
Parwani.”

Said Purush, ‘““Listen, Yoga Santryan, liberate the souls by making
them realize Shabda.

If this time Kal behaves unjustly, My Son, chase him out with My
Word.

The souls are entrapped in Kal’s noose. Use any means but bring
them back to the Supreme Ecstacy.

All the souls will take refuge when Kal’s character becomes known
to them.

They don’t know how to recognize good knowledge and Our
advice.

They don’t know how to look at things.

Go into the world and manifest the Sehaj Way there. Liberate the
souls by manifesting Yourself there.

The souls who accept You will achieve Me. Yama will not eat those
who believe in you.

Go and take out the souls. You have My Glory on you.

There is no difference between You and Me—just as the wave of
water ends inert in the ocean.

Those who understand You and Me as two different things—Yama
will make his place in their heart.

Go quickly to the world and make souls cross the ocean of the
world.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Bowing His head Gyani started, and with Purush’s orders came
into the world.

When the Sound of Purush started resounding in the world, O Dha-
ram Das, Evil touched my feet.
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HYMN
Coming into my refuge, Dharam Rai questioned me in many ways:
“Why are you coming to the world this time?
Give me some knowledge of it. I beg you: do not wake up all the
world!
You are my elder brother, I am your younger. I fall at your feet.”

Gyani said:
COUPLET
‘‘Listen to this, O Dharam Rai. Rare are the souls who will recog-
nize me.

No one believes in Shabda, as you have deceived the souls so
cleverly.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Saying that I put my feet on the mortal world and once again called
out the Words of the spiritual way.

I left the body of Sat Lok and came into the human body.

I came into the mortal world and called the Sat Shabda for the
souls.

When I came in Dwapar Yuga I bore the name Karunamai.

No one listened to my call, as they were tied by Kal in the chains of
Great Illusion.

and people had life-spans of up to one thousand years. Vishnu incar-
nated at its close as Lord Krishna, and the age, along with the high
technical civilization it possessed, ended in catastrophe and flame with
the Mahabharata War in 3200 B.C. Although this war is described in
traditional terms in the epic of the same name, written in its present
form much later, the Masters have indicated that it was in fact a very
sophisticated war fought with nuclear-level weapons and had world-
wide consequences: in addition to decimating the population of India, it
was responsible for the floods and allied catastrophes ascribed by every
culture to this time. The Biblical record begins during the Third Age, as
is evidenced by the life spans given in the early chapters of Genesis, re-
counts the story of the Flood, then depicts the Kali Yuga and its people
with sharply reduced life spans.

SEHA] WAY The natural or jrelatively) easy way. The Yoga of the Masters
is often called Sehaj Yoga, especially when it is compared to Hatha Yoga
or pranayam practices.
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THE STORY OF QUEEN INDRA MATI

Then I came to Garh Giri Nar where King Chandra Vijay used to
live.

In his home was an intelligent queen who worshiped the sadhus, un-
derstanding their glory.

Standing on the roof, she used to look for sadhus: for the darshan
of Saints she was wasting away.

I knew the love which the Queen had, so I started on the road to her
house.

When the Queen saw me, she said to her servant,

““Go quickly to the road and bring the sadhu who is there.”

The servant came and clung to my feet, and told me the words of
the Queen.

The servant said, ‘“‘My Queen has the desire to have your darshan,
and sends this message: ‘Give me thy darshan, O Din Dayal,
with your darshan all my pain will go away.” ”’

Then Gyani said these words: ‘I don’t go to the houses of kings and
€mperors.

The work of a kingdom is to give name and fame. I am a sadhu and
will not go to a king’s house.”

The servant came back to the Queen, and folding her hands she
said, ‘“‘The sadhu doesn’t come at my request.

He says he doesn’t go to the homes of kings and emperors.”

Hearing this, Indra Mati got up and came running to me, and
bowed down and saluted me.

Indra Mati said:
“Q Lord, shower grace on me. Now please place your feet in my
house.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Looking at her love, I came to her house. Then I stepped into the
King’s palace.

As the Queen had said, ‘“Come to my home. Your darshan has
made me happy.”’

So looking at her love I went to her home. I was given a throne, and
she washed my feet.
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She gave me a throne to sit on and washed my feet, and she gave me
a towel to wipe off my feet.

Again she washed my feet and drank the water. Wiping my feet, she
understood her life as a blessed one.

Then she asked permission for food: ‘O Lord, make me happy.
When your left-over food remains in my house, I will eat that
blessed parshad.”

Karunamai said:

“‘Listen, O Queen, I don’t have any appetite, as only those who are
involved with the five elements have this.

My food is the Nectar of Naam. Listen, O Queen, I will tell you in
brief:

My body is different from the bodies with elements and gunas. Ele-
ments and Prakritis are the creation of Kal.

PARSHAD Any gift, often food, given by a Master, carries his charging and
is called parshad; but the highest type of parshad is the leftovers of the
Master's plate or, by extension, any food touched or even looked at by
him. The same veneration is given to charanamrit, or drinking the
washings from the Master's feet described above. Both these practices
are considered dirty and degrading by Hindus, and thus their will-
ingness to break these taboos shows their veneration of the Master. Both
these practices are alluded to in the Gospels: Jesus was giving parshad
when he instituted the "Lord's Supper,” [Mark 14: 22-24); charanamrit is a
kind of codification of the practice of kissing and washing the Master's
feet, as described in Luke 7:37-50 and John 12:3-8. Modern Masters give
parshad, but they are not interested in their disciples washing their feet
and drinking the water.

My Boby Is DIFFERENT One of the implications of his promise to Kal not to
fully manifest in the first three Yugas is that he is not compelled to in-
habit one of Kal's bodies. There is a sense in which he is not fully “there,”
although he is certainly there enough to communicate as fully as he
wants and to seem to be there to anyone looking at him. It is something
like the upper reaches of Dante's Paradiso, where the inhabitants can be
seen and talked with by the poet, but they are actually in another dimen-
sion and are only projecting enough of themselves toward the poet to
grasp his attention. This is not true of those disciples whom Kabir takes
to Sat Lok and makes Masters, of course, nor is it true of any other
Master, including Kabir in his Kali Yuga incarnation —although his Kali
Yuga autobiography, as given in this poem, is very curious, as we shall
see. Kabir is an incarnation of Sat Purush’s second son, Gyan; all other
Masters of His sixteenth son, “Yoga and the Saints’; perhaps this is one
way that difference manifests.
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Kal made eighty-five kinds of vital airs and made the perishable
body of five elements.

In that body there is one Original ‘Vital Air,” which is called the
soul, Sohang.

The soul is of the essence of Sat Purush, and Kal stops him by in-
volving him in doubts.

He has trapped the souls in many traps. Giving him greed, Kal en-
tangled him in it.

I have come into this world to liberate the souls, and I liberate those
who recognize me.

Dharam Rai has played such tricks! He has deceived the souls in
many ways.

Kal created the artificial water and air, and when they finish, the
soul’s condition becomes very bad.

My body is different from these things, as my body is not made by
Kal.

Limitless Shabda is my body—understand this. I have explained it
to you in brief.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Hearing these words she became surprised. Then the Queen spoke
these words:

“O Lord, I am amazed! There is no one else of this nature.”
HYMN

Coming fully into my refuge, Indra Mati said,

““O Abode of Grace, shower grace on me.

One by one explain to me all this mystery.

There is no one equal to Vishnu, not even

Munis like Mahesh and Brahma.

This perishable body is made of five elements.

The intelligent people are no exception.

COUPLET
O Lord, how did You become different from them?
Quench my thirst, giving me Your recognition.

O Lord, I am surprised as there is no one else like this!

Who are You and from where have You come?

O Lord, from where did You get this worryless body?

O Gurudeva, what is Your name? Explain all these mysteries to me.
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I don’t know Your secrets, that is why I’'m asking You in this way.”’

Karunamai said:

“Q Indra Mati, listen to the beautiful story, and I will explain to
you the holy qualities.

My land is different from the three worlds. Yama doesn’t exist
there. That is the land of the Original Person.

That beautiful land is Sat Lok. It can be reached only after accept-
ing the true Naam.

Purush’s body is a marvelous Light; the beauty of the soul is very
charming there.

The Glory of Purush is so much—what example can I give from this
world?

There is nothing in these three worlds which can be given as an ex-
ample.

The moon and sun are in this plane, and there is no other thing as
radiant as they are here.

In Sat Lok it is such that even one cell of that place can make crores
of moons feel shy!

When the beauty of one cell of it is such, then how can I describe the
beauty of His Face?

The Purush is lustrous and radiant. Now I will tell you about the
beauty of the souls.

One soul’s light is equal to the radiance of sixteen suns. The souls
remain satisfied there with Agar-Vasna.

There the night never comes. There the Light of Sat Purush’s body
always remains.

What to say? There is nothing else. Blessed is the soul who reaches
there.

I have come from that plane, my name is Karunamai. ’ll tell you
the words of the home of happiness.

I came in Sat Yuga, Treta and now Dwapar too. In all ages I have
come. Those souls who awaken, I send them to Sat Lok.”’

Indra Mata said:
“O Lord, You came in other ages. What were Your names in
those ages?”

Karunamai said:

“‘In Sat Yuga I was called Sat Sukrit. In Treta my name was
Maninder.
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In all ages I had one or another name. I sent those who recognized
me to Sat Lok.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

O Dharam Das, I explained everything to her and told her the story
of the First and Second Ages—hearing which she became more
eager and asked many other things.

She asked about the beginning and end of creation, and about the
character of Yama-—which I explained to her.

I told her how the sixteen sons were born; how Kurma’s stomach
was torn and the Goddess was created—I explained all that to
her.

I told her how Kal swallowed Ashtangi and then took her out; and
how the earth and sky were created.

I told her how the three sons churned the ocean. I told her the ways
in which Kal had deceived the souls.

Hearing all this, her previous illusion ran away. Becoming happy in
love, she caught my feet.

Impatiently she folded her hands and said, ‘O Lord, save me from
Yama.

1 sacrifice this whole kingdom to You, and will give up all this
wealth and property.

Merciful God, take me into Your refuge! Cut my chains and make
me happy!”’

Karunamai said:

“0O Indra Mati, listen to my words. Surely I’'ll cut your chains.

Recognize me and be determined in the faith. Now I’ll give you the
Naam, the authority.

Perform arti and take Naam, then Yama will go very far away.

Recognize me and have faith in me; take Naam and cross the Ocean
of Life.

Bring what is needed for performing arti. 1 have nothing to do with
your kingdom. I don’t like wealth and property, I have come
into this world to awaken souls.

You have brought this wealth here—respect the Saints in a good
way.

All the souls are of the Lord Sat Purush, but as they are compelled
by attachment, they are in darkness.
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The essence of Sat Purush resides within everyone, but it is not
manifested; It remains hidden,

HYMN

All the souls are of Sat Purush, but because of attachment and illu-
sion, they have become another’s.

All this is the trick of Yamraj. In the world the snare of illusion is
primary.

Being controlled by Kal, souls fight with me; and being controlled
by attachment, they do not recognize me.

Leaving nectar, they love poison; leaving ghee, they drink water.

COUPLET
Rare are the souls who recognize me after testing Shabda!
They run and meet their Beloved and give up the support of Kal.”

Hearing the words of security, Indra Mati spoke very sweetly:
“You have given happiness to me—the lonely one—and with
Your grace I have recognized the fathomless Lord.

O Lord, now I've recognized You!—surely You are Sat Purush,
Sat Purush, Who has created the planes, has graciously show-
ered grace on me.

In my heart I’ve believed that no one else is greater than You.

Now O Lord, tell me about arti—whatever is needed tell me.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

O Dharam Das, I told her as I had told Khemsari: ‘‘Perform chauka
and get ready. Then I will give you my Naam.”’

Then the Queen brought what was needed, and sitting on the
chauka she became determined to accept Shabda.

Performing the arti she was given the passport. Then she received
the Dhyan of Purush, His Simran and Naam.

Thus the Queen received Naam, and, after bowing her head, she got
up.

Then the Queen explained to the King, ““O Lord, you will not get
such an opportunity again.

Accept His refuge if you want liberation. Believe my word!”’

DHyaN oF PurRusH Contemplation of the Person, i.e., of the Master
himself. Here the three practices still conveyed at Shabda Yoga initia-
tions are listed together: Naam is a reference to the Sound Current, the
hearing of which is called Bhajan.
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King Chandra Vijay said:

‘O Queen, you are my wife. Our devotion cannot be separated. I'll
see your devotion—how you will make me liberated.

I’ll see the glory of your devotion—how 1 will get to Sat Lok, end-
ing all the pain.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Again the Queen came to me. I told her the character of Kal.
When she came, I told her these words;

““Listen Queen, to my one word. Kal plays tricks and deceives.

Kal will become a snake and will come to you. He will bite you—1
am telling you.

I’ve made you my disciple. Knowing this, Kal Takshak will bite
you.

So I will make you remember the mantra, doing which Kal’s poison
will go away.

I have given you the Supreme Shabda, so Kal’s poison will not
spread in you.

Then again Yama will play another deception— I am telling you the
character of that also.

Playing this deception, Yama will come near you—1 am telling you
this secret too.

He will disguise himself as the High Soul and will explain the
knowledge to you as if he were me.

He will tell you ‘O Queen, recognize me. My name is Gyani and I’'m
the destroyer of Kal.’

In this way Kal will come to deceive you—But I will tell you how to
recognize him:

Kal’s forehead is narrow—I am telling you about the eyes of Kal.

I have told you about the identification of Kal—all of his body is
white.”’

Then the Queen hurriedly came and caught my feet and requested,
“QO Lord, take me to Sat Lok.

This is the land of Yama! Take me to Sat Lok so that all my prob-
lems may come to an end.

This is the place of Kal, O Lord! Take me to the Limitless Plane.”

Then I told the Queen, “‘Listen to my words attentively. Now your
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connection with Yama has broken, and your illusion is gone as
you’ve been given the Knowledge.

Day and night repeat the Naam of mine, and what evil can Kal do?
Keep yourself connected to Naam until your destiny is com-
pleted.

HYMN

Day and night repeat my Naam, and you will be in remembrance
whenever Kal would deceive you;

Until the destiny is settled, the soul cannot permanently go.

Look at the great creation of Kal—he comes as an elephant in this
world.

But looking at the tiger, the elephant becomes afraid and doesn’t
come before him again.

COUPLET
Kal is like that elephant. The glory of Sat Purush is the tiger.
Always keep the shield of Naam. The sword of Kal will not prevail
against it.”’

Indra Mati said:

“O Lord, I understand what you are saying. I take your words to
my heart.

I request one thing of you, O Swami, as You are the All-Conscious
Lord.

Kal will harass me as a snake, and then he will come in the form of a
high soul:

O Lord, please come again to me, and then take my soul to Sat
Lok!”’

Gyani said, ““Listen, O Queen. I am telling you one thing clearly.
Kal will come with many tricks.

Don’t give him allegiance—looking at me, Kal will run away.
After him I’ll come to you, and I will make your soul reach Sat Lok.

KAL TAKSHAK Takshak is an ancient serpent out of Indian mythology, con-
sidered to be thoroughly evil; here he is completely identified with Kal
who, when he functions as Tempter and tries to prevent souls from go-
ing up, is from our point of view most Satanic.

DesTINY IS SETTLED No one can die until their prarabdha karma or destiny is
worked through and fulfilled.
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I have given you the Shabda. Day and night repeat it attentively.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

After saying this much I disappeared. Then Kal came in the form of
Takshak.

Takshak came in the palace, and sat on the bed of the Queen.

When half the night had passed, the Queen got up after serving the
King.

She bowed her head to the King and came to her palace.

When she lay down on the bed, the snake bit her on the forehead.

Then Indra Mati called like this: ‘“Takshak has bitten me!”’ Hear-
ing this, the King was afraid and hurriedly came to her, calling
the poison remover.

The King said, ““If you can keep my beloved alive, and the poison of
the Takshak goes away, I will give you a small kingdom.”’

HYMN

The Queen was repeating the holy Shabda and she kept her atten-
tion towards the Lord.

The doctors and poison removers were dismissed, as she said, ‘“The
Lord of all mankind is not far away.

My Satguru has given me a mantra. The poison will not affect me,

Just as the darkness goes away as soon as the light of the sun
comes.”’

COUPLET
She said, ‘“My Master is great!”’ She got up, seeing which the King
became very happy.

Yam Doot went to Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh:
He said, ‘‘The power of the poison didn’t act. It ran away because
of the wall of the Glory of Naam.”

Vishnu said, ““Listen, Yam Doot: Make your body white. Deceive
the Queen and bring her. Obey my words.”

The Messenger made his whole body white, and with much enthu-
siasm, he went to the Queen.

He spoke these words to her. “Why have you become sad, O
Queen?
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You know me!—Why have you become the one who doesn’t recog-
nize? I gave you initiation and the mantra.

O Queen, my name is Gyani. [ will kill and smash Kal. When Kal
came as Takshak to devour you, I came and saved you.
Leave the bed and touch my feet. Give up your ego. Now I have
come to take you and to give you the darshan of God.”

Then Indra Mati looked for the signs as her Lord had told her. She
became surprised looking at the three lines, which were yellow,
white and red in color.

Noticing his narrow forehead, she looked at that again, and her
doubts were confirmed.

She said, “‘Doot, go back to your country, as now I have recognized
your form.

Even if the crow puts on a lot of make-up, how can he have the
beauty of the hansa?

So I have seen your form; my Master is competent.”’’

Hearing this, the Messenger became angry and told Indra Mati:
‘““‘Again and again I am explaining to you, but you don’t
understand—your intellect has run away!”’

Saying these words he came near Indra Mati and slapped her.

He slapped her face, and the Queen fell down on the ground.

SERVING THE KING Sexually. While the Masters advocate chastity, they do
not advise married people to force it unilaterally on their partners,
especially if the partner is not initiated. If done with God's remem-
brance and love, for the purpose of strengthening the marriage, it can be
a form of seva or service.

THE SNAKE BIT HER  There is an evocative haunting quality to this scene, al-
most ritual in nature: Karunamai has told her it would happen, and so
indeed it does. Both this appearance of Kal as Takshak and his next one
as the pseudo-Master are final purges that Indra Mati has to go through
to make her ultimate liberation possible; her Master is protecting her
but not to the extent of preventing these tests from happening.

YaM DooT Doot means "messenger”; Yam Doot is usually translated "angel
of death,” as they are the messengers of Yama, the Death God.

LooxkEeD For THE SiGNs  Negative entities can imitate the Master's form but
not completely —only enough to fool someone who wants to be fooled.
They cannot manage the broad forehead of the Master — that appears to
be inherently beyond them —and while they can pick up the three ver-
tical lines from the Master's forehead, they get the colors all wrong.
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Then Indra Mati did Simran and said, ‘O Master, Gyani, help
me!

In many ways Kal has harassed me. O Lord, cut the noose of
Yama!”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

I couldn’t stay away after hearing her call: Listen, Dharam Das,
this is my nature.

When the Queen called me, in one moment I was there.

Seeing me, she became happy and from her mind the fear of Kal ran
away.

When I came there Kal went away and the Queen’s body was puri-
fied.

Then Indra Mati, folding her hands, said, ‘O God, listen to one
request of mine:

Now I have recognized the shadow of Yama, and I will not live in
this country anymore.

O Lord, take me to my own country, as here there are many suffer-
ings of Kal.”

After saying this she became sad and said, ‘‘Take me to the Sat
Purush right now!”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

First of all I took the Queen with me and finished the subject of the
difficult Kal.

Right then her destiny karma was paid off, and then I went to Sat
Lok, taking the Queen.

I took her to Mansarovar, which filled her with amazement.

I made her taste the Nectar from the Pool of Amrit, then I put her
feet in the Kabir Sagar.

Beyond that is the Ocean of the Surat. Reaching there, the Queen
became pure.

SIMRAN  If she had been doing Simran earlier, the Yam Doot could not have
slapped her and her Master would have heard her and come. This is one
of the uses and powers of Simran, to protect the disciple from Negative
harassment.

FINISHED THE DIFFICULT KAL Paid off her outstanding karmic debts to Kal,
so she can go up, as the next line makes clear.
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When I made her stand at the door of Sat Lok, the Queen became
very happy looking at it.

The souls came and embraced her, sang the welcome song and
performed the arti.

All the souls honored her and said: ‘“You are a blessed soul who has
realized the Satguru.

It is good that you are free from the snare of Kal, and all your pain
and suffering is over.

Soul, come with us, have the darshan of Sat Purush, and bow your
head to Him.

Indra Mati, come with us and have the darshan of Sat Purush.”’

Indra Mati joined the other souls and, in excitement, sang the
happy song.

All the souls are walking and praying for the darshan of Sat Purush.

Then I requested Sat Purush, ‘‘Now give Your darshan to the souls
who have come near.

Give them your darshan, O Din Dayal. Be gracious on them, O
Liberator.”

Then the Flower bloomed and these words were heard: ‘‘Listen, O
Gyani, Yog Santayan!

Bring the souls and make them have darshan.”

HYMN
Gyani then came near the souls and took all of them.
The souls became beautiful after having the darshan of Sat Purush.
After bowing down, all of them put their attention on Sat Purush.
Then He gave some fruit of Nectar which was received by all the
souls.

COUPLET
Just as the lotus blooms after getting the light of the sun,
In the same way the sufferings of the souls from ages and ages are
finished after having the darshan of Sat Purush.

INDRA MATI'S AMAZEMENT, AFTER REACHING SAT
LOK, TO FIND KARUNAMAI AND SAT PURUSH AS THE
SAME FORM
When the Queen saw the marvelous beauty of the Sat Purush,

and the wine of Nectar,
She became overwhelmed, and clung to His feet, as her soul was
wise and full of good qualities.
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He put both His hands on her soul, and she became happy as the
lotus blooms in the sunlight.

The Queen said, ““Blessed are You, O Karunamai, Who brought
me here after finishing my illusion.”’

Then Sat Purush told the Queen, ‘“Go and call Karunamai.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
She came to me, and looking at my form, she, my servant, was
astonished.

The Queen said, ““This is surprising! I can’t see any difference.

Whatever qualities I saw in the Sat Purush, in Karunamai also I see
every single one!”’

Running, she—the wise soul—touched the Feet and said, ‘O Lord,
now I know all your character.

You are the Sat Purush and You called Yourself the servant. Where
did you hide this Glory?

In my mind I know this for sure: that You are the Sat Purush and
nobody else is.

I have seen this after coming here. I hail You, O Competent One,
Who woke me up.

HYMN

O Abode of Mercy, You are the Blessed One. Your wise Naam is
the remover of worries.

You are indescribable, unmoveable, immortal, steady, pure, glori-
ous and endless.

You are without doubts, selfless, the support of the world, name-
less, firm and indestructible.

O Lord, You are the beginning of everything, and maker of all the

creatures.
COUPLET
You showered grace on me and woke me up, understanding me as
Your own.

You ARE THE SAT PURUSH 'l and my Father are one" [John 10:30].
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You cut the snare of Yama and You brought me to the Ocean of
Happiness.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Then the Lotus closed, and the souls all went to their abodes.

Gyani told the Queen, ‘‘Tell me, O soul, about yourself.

Now your pain and complications have finished, and your beauty
has become like sixteen suns.

Such a grace Sat Purush showered on you!—He has finished your
doubt and pain.”

INDRA MATI’S REQUEST TO BRING HER HUSBAND,
KING CHANDRA VIJAY, TO SAT LOK

Folding both her hands Indra Mati said, ‘O Lord, I have one
request.

I got Your feet because of my good fortune, and came here and had
the darshan of Sat Purush.

My body is now very beautiful, but within me now resides one
WOTTY.

I am controlled by attachment as the King is my husband.

O Husband of Souls, go and bring him!—otherwise my King will go
in the mouth of Kal.”

Gyani said, ““Clever soul! The King doesn’t have the passport.

Now you have got the form of Harnsa, why are you calling the King?

He has not done the devotion; he has wandered in the world with-
out the Truth.”

“Q Lord, living in the world I did your devotion in many ways.

The King knew my devotion, and he, the wise one, never stopped
me from doing it.

The nature of the world is very difficult.

If, leaving the husband, the wife goes to another place, all the world
calls her by obscene names, hearing which, the husband kills
her.

The work of the King involves much name and fame, hypocrisy,
anger and cleverness—But when I used to serve the Sadhus and
Saints, the King was not afraid of anybody.
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Whenever I served the Saints, the King would become happy upon
hearing that.

If the King had not allowed me to do the devotion then, O Lord,
how would my work have been done?

HYMN
I was the beloved one of the King and he never stopped me.
Daily I served the Sadhus to get the Path of Shabda.
If the King had forbidden me, how would I have reached Your
Feet?
I would not have got the drink of Naam, so how would my work
have been done?

COUPLET
Great is the wise King. Bring his soul.
You are the Master—the Abode of Mercy—please cut the bonds of
the King.”’

Kabir said to Dharam Das:

Hearing this, Gyani laughed, and without delay he started.

Very soon he came to Garh Girnar, as the King’s time of death was
drawing near.

He was surrounded by Yamraj, who was giving him much pain.

The King was in deep trouble. Coming there, the Satguru called
him,

But Yamraj didn’t leave the King. O Brother, this is what happens
without the devotion:

When the time is completed, Yama greatly troubles the soul.

Quickly I caught the hand of Chandra Vijay and came to Sat Lok.

Seeing the King, the Queen came near him and touched his feet.

Indra Mati said, ‘‘Listen, King. Recognize me—I am your wife.”’

The King said, ‘‘Listen, wise soul! Your beauty is like sixteen
moons and suns.

Every single part of you is shining. How can I call you my wife?

You did the devotion very well and saved me also.

Go AnD BRING HIM  The love of God and the Master does not drown or can-
cel Indra Mati's love for her husband; it strengthens and enhances it.

YaMRrA] “The King of Death"; the Death God, Kal.
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Hail to the Master, Who made you determined in devotion. And
with your devotion I have reached my Real Home.

For numerous births I did good deeds, and so I obtained a wife of
good karma.

I kept my mind in the affairs of the kingdom, and couldn’t achieve
the devotion of the Satguru.

If you had not been my wife I would have gone to hell. I cannot
describe your qualities.

Hail to the Great Master for such a woman as 1 got!

As | got a wife like you, may all the world get such a wife.”

Kabir said to Dharam Das:
Hearing these words the Gyani laughed, and then spoke to Chandra
Vijay:

“Listen, King, you are a wise one. The soul who accepts my
Shabda

Comes to the Court of Sat Purush, and never sees the world again.

The men and women who obey me, take up the form of the
Hansa.”

The King contemplated on the Form and had the Darshan of Sat
Purush, and taking on the form of the Hansa, he became very
beautiful.

The King got the beauty of sixteen suns with the beauty of the
moon’s light.

Dharam Das said:
HYMN

Dharam Das makes this request: Tell me more about the souls in
the Yugas.

Great is Your Naam, O Lord, by which the King got established in
Sat Lok.

Even though the King had not accepted the Truth, Your Devotion
took him there.

Because of the Glory of the Devotion of his wife, You took the King
away from Yamraj.

COUPLET
Great is the wisdom of the woman who called her husband there!
His coming and going was finished, and he didn’t come again in the
world.






































































































































